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VISITING
THE PROTECTED AREA
Starting from the lovely village of Verdesina, nestled in tranquil coun-
tryside, we take a convenient forest road crossing the Maftina River: 
we have officially entered the Special Conservation Area. And on we 
go, in the shade of majestic trees, effortlessly skirting the edge of 
the hillside. The clearings, show the signs of human intervention, as 
some chestnut trees were carefully cleared of invasive plants. This 
beautiful forest ends abruptly, in the upper part of Tione; here we 
can go to the village and maybe get a coffee, use public transport or 
enjoy any other type of amenities, for a relaxing two-hour round trip!
Alternatively, once we arrive we can take a secondary loop route in 
the upper part of the hill that leads to breath-taking grasslands with 
lodges. This scenic route only takes a little over an hour.

In order to preserve the natural features that make this protected area so important, 
there are a few rules to follow.
Do not camp or light fires and, obviously, do not litter. Keep dogs on leads.
In addition, avoid any activity that may damage or disturb the local wildlife or plants. 
Mushroom picking is not allowed.
Failure to comply with the rules will result in administrative penalties charged by the 
Provincial Forestry Corps and Forest Protection Service.

The Sarca River Park is a form of shared man-
agement of the territory and especially of 
protected areas. It involves the participation 
of all the 27 municipalities crossed by the Sar-
ca River, 3 “Valley Communities” and 16 ASUC 
(Separate Administrations for Civic Use), 
the Autonomous Province of Trento, and BIM 
(Consortium of the Sarca Mincio Garda Water 
Catchment Basin) as the lead institution.

The Sarca River Park includes the following municipalities: Arco, Bleggio Superiore, Bocenago, Borgo Lares, Caderzone Terme, Carisolo, Cavedine,
Comano Terme, Drena, Dro, Fiavé, Giustino, Madruzzo, Massimeno, Nago-Torbole, Pelugo, Pinzolo, Porte di Rendena, Riva del Garda,
San Lorenzo Dorsino, Sella Giudicarie, Spiazzo, Stenico, Strembo, Tione di Trento, Tre Ville, Valle Laghi 

A NETWORK OF PROTECTED AREAS 
The River Park is formed by a network of 
areas of great environmental importance:
10 Special Conservation Areas protected by 
the European Union
5 Provincial Nature Reserves
18 Local Reserves
75 km of the Sarca River
5 lakes: Cavedine, S. Massenza,
 Toblino, Bagattoli, Laghisol

If you want to learn more about this extraordinary area, 
download the free app parcofluvialesarca
and win its local products!

Lead institution Funding bodies

Contacts:
www.parcofluvialesarca.tn.it
reteriserve@bimsarca.tn.it
Administrative offices of BIM Sarca-Mincio Garda:
info@bimsarca.tn.it - tel. 0465 321210
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A SPECIAL AUTUMN
There is always something magical about walk-
ing through this protected area, but visiting 
it in autumn – that’s something else. At this 
time of the year, you will have the chance to 
witness autumn foliage, the enchanting phe-
nomenon by which leaves become a patchwork 
of colour. As autumn starts to take over, common 
lime, maple, beech, chestnut and other broad-leaved 
trees change their look: the green chlorophyll of their leaves 
breaks down and other vibrant pigments, such as flavonoids and ca-
rotenoids, begin to appear. So, slowly but surely or with sudden out-
bursts, autumnal colours start to creep in, with a thousand shades of 
yellow, orange, red, hazel, and brown. This amazing, yet short-lived 
warm palette plays with sunrays, now low in the sky, creating blades 
of light and magical reflections.    
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ENCOUNTERS
IN THE WOODS

As peaceful as they may be, the 
Tione-Villa Rendena woods teem with 
wildlife. In spring, following the nar-
row trails of the protected area means 
“attending” the concert of small song-
birds, such as chaffinches, wrens, robins, 
thrushes, and tits, just to name a few. Old 
tree trunks become home to the green wood-
pecker (Picus viridis), the great spotted wood-
pecker (Dendrocopos major) and the black woodpecker 
(Dryocopus martius), which dig their nest here. The presence of noctur-
nal birds of prey such as the eagle-owl (Bubo Bubo) and the tawny owl 
(Strix aluco), and diurnal birds of prey such as common buzzards (Buteo 
buteo), perns (Pernis apivorus) and sparrowhawks (Accipiter nisus) is 
indicative of a healthy ecosystem.
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INCREDIBLE CHESTNUT TREES
The “mosaic” of woodlands in the protected area also includes che-
stnut trees, which in the past were an important food staple. Here 
we can see huge, towering plants that are more than 2 centuries old. 
The old chestnut groves, which were almost completely abandoned 
during the second post-war period and were then invaded by wild 
plants, today are undergoing several recovery projects, aiming at cu-
ring these age-old, neglected trees.
The goal is restoring these woodlands to their past environmental 
and recreational value, while maintaining high biodiversity levels. As 
a matter of fact, a great number of animals find shelter and breed in 
the hidden cavities of old trunks.

The route running through the pro-
tected area alternates between 
shady woods, bright clearings and 
hay meadows, which enrich the land-
scape while also increasing the biodi-
versity of the area. As a matter of fact, 
the grassland is a sort of island amidst the 
woods, with its own typical plants and wild-
life, including many insects and small animals that 
insectivorous birds and bats hunt at night in these open areas.

GRASSY 
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RARE AND PRECIOUS WOODS
Entering into the protected area means diving into broad-leaved for-
ests with majestic trees, where the play of lights and shadows, col-
ours, and different hues creates a magnificent and picturesque set-
ting. Intense emotions are guaranteed. From a naturalistic point of 
view, the importance of the Special Conservation Area lies in the rich-
ness of its woodlands, where we may find sycamore (Acer pseudopla-
tanus), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), common lime trees (Tilia cordata), 
and European hornbeams (Carpinus betulus). This specific habitat 
has become quite rare in Europe due to deforestations, which is 
why the Special Conservation Area was created, to strictly protect 
it at an international level. The woods stand out also for other tree 
species, such as beech (Fagus sylvatica) and chestnut trees (Castanea 
sativa), not to mention their wide grassy clearings and clear streams.

Tiglio

THE SECRETS
OF THE WOODS

Variety is strength: the 
woods that have more tree 
species are more likely 
to resist to parasites and 
adverse climatic events.

The presence of 20-metre 
high common lime trees 
is indicative of great soil 
fertility.

A big broad-leaved tree absor-
bs dozens of litres of water 

per day through its roots.

Plant litter, i.e. the layer of 
dead leaves on the ground, 
feeds an incredible number 
of organisms: a leaf takes 
just few years to completely 
decompose.

Maple, lime, ash and hornbeam woods 
are so rare that they are protected at 
European level as “priority habitat”.
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